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Parish Council Nominations  
As called for in the Spring 2008 General Assembly, the Nominating 
Committee  is charged with assembling a slate of nominees for Parish 
Council, The Audit Committee, and the Elections Committee.  It consists of 
Chair Nicholas J. Sarakatsannis, Catherine Stavros, Lewis Assaley, 
Stephanie Polen, Dean Moulas, and David Love.  The work of the 
committee does not preclude other nominations, but rather encourages 
parishioners to step forward themselves or for others they may wish to 
nominate.   Eligible candidates must be stewards in good standing 
financially and ecclesiastically.   Please contact any of the committee 
members, President Gus Perdikakis, or Fr. Bill if you have someone in 
mind.  Everyone is encouraged to attend the Fall General Assembly 
scheduled for October 11 .  Nominations will also be accepted at that 
meeting.   Nick Sarakatsannis can be reached at 513-530-0166 or at 
NickPBG@gmail.com. 

 

The Voice  
 
 

SYMEON THE STYLITE: 
SEPTEMBER 1 

Our righteous Father Symeon 
was born about the year 390 in 
a certain village named Sis, in 
the mountain region of Cilicia 
and Syria. Having first been a 
shepherd, he entered the 
monastic discipline at a young 
age. After trying various kinds of 
ascetical practices, both in the 
monastery and then in the 
wilderness, he began standing 
on pillars of progressively 
greater height, and heroically 
persevered in this for more than 
forty years; the greater part of 
this time he spent standing 
upright, even when one of his 
feet became gangrenous, and 
other parts of his body gave 
way under the strain. He did not 
adopt this strange way of life 

 

out of vainglory, a charge that some of 
his 

contemporaries 
made against 
him at the first: 
because he 
was already 
famous for his 
asceticism and 
holiness before 
ascending his 
first pillar (in 
Greek, style, 

whence he is called "Stylite"), many 
pious people came to him wishing to 
touch his garments, either for healing 
or for a blessing; to escape the 
continual vexation they caused, he 
made a pillar about ten feet high, and 
then higher and higher, until the 
fourth and last was about fifty feet 
high. The Church historian Theodoret 
                             Continues on Page 2
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Our Mission  
 

THE VOICE is the official monthly 

newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. 

Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church at 

Cincinnati, Ohio.  Our mission is to 

reach out to all members of the 

Community by providing: relevant 

information on the religious, 

spiritual and cultural life of the 

Parish; news on the 

accomplishments of Parish 

members and organizations; and 

editorial points of view.   

 

The Deadline 
The next deadline for submitting 

news to the "Voice" is September 

6, 2009.  Submissions can be 

dropped off or mailed to the 

Church Office or e-mailed to 

gopriest@cinci.rr.com or 

hchurch2@cinci.rr.com.  

 

Our Church website can be found 

at www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org 

 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 

 

of Cyrrhus, an eyewitness of his exploits 
who wrote of him while Symeon was yet 
alive, called him "the great wonder of 
the world." God gave him the grace to 
persevere in such an astonishing form of 

asceticism that multitudes came to 
see him from Persia, Armenia, South 
Arabia, Georgia, Thrace, Spain, Italy, 
Gaul, and the British Isles. Theodoret 
says that he became so famous in 
Rome that the Nomadic Arabs by the 
thousands believed in Christ and 
were baptized because of him; the 
King of Persia sent envoys to inquire 
into his way of life, and the Queen 
asked to be sent oil that he had 
blessed. He also was a great 
defender of sound doctrine, and 
confirmed the Orthodoxy of the Holy 
Council of Chalcedon for many who 
had been beguiled by the teachings 
of the Monophysites, including the 
Empress Eudocia, widow of 
Theodosius the Younger  
After a life of unheard-of 
achievements and struggles, he 
reposed in peace at the age of sixty-
nine, in the year 459.    

Apolytikion in the First Tone 
Thou becamest a pillar of patience 
and didst emulate the Forefathers, O 
righteous one: Job in his sufferings, 
Joseph in temptations, and the life of 
the bodiless while in the body, O 
Symeon, our righteous Father, 
intercede with Christ God that our 
souls be saved. 
 
Kontakion in the Second Tone 
Thou soughtest the heights, though 
parted not from things below; thy 
pillar became a chariot of fire for 
thee. Thou becamest thereby a true 
companion of the angelic host; and 
together with them, O Saint, thou 
ceaselessly prayest Christ God for us 
all.  
 
Reading courtesy of Holy 
Transfiguration Monastery 
 
Apolytikion and Kontakion courtesy 
of Holy Transfiguration Monastery 
 
Icon courtesy of Theologic System 
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Transitions  
BAPTISMS : 

 

The New Christian: Hannah 
The Parents: Brian and Dana (Cox) Locklear 
The Sponsors: Maria Locklear 
Date: August 8, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDDINGS: 

 

The Newlyweds:Alicia Tremoulis and  
 Eric Weberding  
The Sponsor: Strat Fotos 
Date:  July 25, 2009 
 
The Newlyweds:Robyn Jones and  
   George Adinamis 
The Sponsors: Michael Poulos  
Date:  July 26, 2009 
 
 
 
 

Additional 2009 
Graduates  
 
 

Thomas Stanford Andrews - Bachelor of 
Science/Political Science from Furman 
University. 
 

Margaux Greer Andrews from Cincinnati 
Hill Christian Academy 
 

Nicholas Paul Priessman, grandson of Stella 
Murray, from Colerain High School 
 

Congratualtions and Eis Anotera! 
 

Parish Council Presidentôs 
Message  
by Gus Perdikakis 

 
September marks the commencement of the 
new ecclesiastical calendar year for our 
church.  It symbolizes the beginning of our 
church and Greek school educational 
programs as well as a master church calendar 
full of parish activities and events. 

Your Parish Council remains focused on its goals 
and objectives and expresses our constant appreciation to Father Bill and 
Father Ciprian for their ministry in serving the growing needs of this parish.   
The parish council also wants to remind everyone of the annual church car 
raffle on September 20

th
.  Buzzy Gaz ably chairs the car raffle with the 

added leadership of Chris and Loy Jonson. The car raffle is the second 
largest fund raising event so please support it and see any parish council 
member for tickets.  
On behalf of Father Bill, Father Ciprian and the Parish Council and, as we 
start the year, it is a good time to thank the education directors and 
teachers that give of themselves in creating positive educational programs 
that radiates in the life of this church. 
Personally, I still have vivid memories of attending Sunday and Greek school 
and am thankful my mother made sure my brothers and I attended.  Sunday 
School was a life lasting experience and I still receive great joy in seeing 
Katherine Mesisklis, my very special Sunday school teacher.   
Greek School was also memorable maybe because it was held twice a week 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴέ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǎ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 
to be playing sports with friends instead of more classes.  However, Father 
Nick, made sure Greek school was culturally festive and fun and often even 
leading the students in the singing of favorite Greek songs.  I remain 
thankful today that the church provided me the opportunity to learn a 
second language. 
September also marks the return of our church choir as they offer voices 
and music in reverent tones harmonious with the Divine Liturgy.  We thank 
each choir member and their capable leader Janice Kellaris for the great 
service they provide.  Janice always welcomes new recruits to the choir so 
contact her at janicekellaris@fuse.net 
Our church chanters also offer their voices with bible readings, hymns and 
chants for services throughout the ecclesiastical year.  We are fortunate 
that Anastasios (Tasos) Ioannides has started a Byzantine School to teach 
and help preserve the liturgical traditions of the Greek Orthodox faith.  He 
Ƨƻƛƴǎ [ƻǳƛǎ YŀǇƻǳǊŀƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴǘŜǊǎΩ 

stand and provides a valuable senior resource to our growing number of 
new chanters.  To become involved with the Byzantine school, contact 
Tasos at ioanniam@ucmail.uc.edu 
We also want to acknowledge our altar boys who, with the support of their 
parents, serve and learn from Father Bill, Father Ciprian and are guided by 
Gus Siegel. These young people represent the future lay leaders and 
perhaps even future clergy of our church.   
Thanks to all these parishioners for their service to the church and for 
providing educational programs and church music that adds so much to the 
Greek Orthodox experience. 

mailto:janicekellaris@fuse.net
mailto:ioanniam@ucmail.uc.edu
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