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HOW MUCH DO I OWE? 
It was Sunday and the Parish Council 
members were counting the Sunday 
offering in the church office as the 
offering trays were being brought in 
from the Divine Liturgy. One faithful 
parishioner found 
his way back to the 
church office and 
politely inquired, 
άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Řƻ L 
ƻǿŜΚέ  
This well-intentioned 
parishioner was 
asking if he was up-
to-date on his 
pledge, but his 
question reveals something about 
our thought process in offering our 
gifts to the Church. 
No matter how generously we 
support the Church, can we ever feel 
that we have given in proportion to 
the blessings we have received? 

Many Greek Orthodox parishes have 
embraced the process of 
stewardship, by which we offer our 
gifts to the church according to our 
blessings. Many continue to operate 
in a dues system. And some operate 

under a hybrid 
Stewardship-with-a-

minimum system.  
 

IMPLICATIONS OF A DUES 
SYSTEM 

The idea that as a parish 
we are able to set an 
amount that is fair for all 
the faithful, the payment 
of which makes them 

members in good standing with 
rights and privileges, is flawed for a 
number of reasons. 
Is it fair to think that the elderly 
widow living on Social Security, the 
successful real estate developer, the 
banker, the young tradesman with a 
growing family, the teacher and the
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
 

OUTREACH SUNDAY ON NOVEMBER 8  

 ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ  
Bring them to Outreach Sunday.  This year Parish Council and Philoptochos 
are planning a chili cook off to celebrate the event.  Cook up your favorite 
chiliτCincinnati style, southwestern, meatless, white or any other typeτ
and enter it in the cook off.   How many of you cooks are up to the 
challenge?   
Call Vera Manolakas, 513-247-0011, for further information.  There will be 
more information during the month of October. 
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 lawyer each have received the same 
material blessings and have the 
same ability to give? 
To set a specific required dues 
amount places an undue burden on 
some, but most often it 
underestimates the ability of our 
parishioners to support the church. 
 

JUST ANOTHER BILL 
The dues system also diminishes the 
joy of giving and turns it into just 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƛƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
to give with joy from our heart. As 
St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, 
άSo let each one give as he intends in 
his heart, not grudgingly or of 
necessity; for God loves a cheerful 
ƎƛǾŜǊέ (2 Corinthians 9:7).  
Gregory the Theologian writes, ά¸ƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
generosity, even if you give away 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΧΦ !ƴŘ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ 
much you bring to him, always 
more remains. Nor will you give 
anything that is your own; for all 
things flow from God. (2 Cor. 
мпΦннύέ  
 

RIGHTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 
We often hear economists talk about 
the balance of payments. This 
concept applies to our offering to 
the Church. We can never give 
enough to God for the blessings He 
has given us. We are always in a 
deficit position. But when we set a 
dues amount, whatever it may be, it 
implies that if we pay this amount, 
then we have fulfilled our obligation 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ άI paid my dues, now I 
get to vote, receive sacraments, and 
express my opinion of how the parish 
should be run.έ  
 

STEWARDSHIP WITH A MINIMUM 
Many parishes attempt a sort of 
hybrid system of Stewardship with a 
minimum. This sends the 
contradictory message to  

 
parishioners that we trust you to 
give as you have been blessed, but 
are not willing to take that leap of 
faith. When we deal with minimums, 
we also have to realize that there is 
always a number of faithful who will 
be excluded when we have 
minimums and dues.  
We need to be reminded that God 
never gives to us in minimums and 
our giving should never be guided by 
a minimum. Orthodox Christianity is 
not about minimums, it is about 
maximums. Jesus gave the maximum 
for us. We now carry on His ministry 
with maximum giving. And from a 
practical point of view, minimums 
have a funny way of becoming 
maximums.  
 

STEWARDSHIP 
{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
grace and moves us from grace to 
gratitude. Just as we love because 
God first loved us (I John 4:14), we 
give because God first gave to us.  
¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ ά²Ƙŀǘ 
shall I give to the Lord in return for 
all Iƛǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƳŜΚέ όtǎ 
116:2), is answered in every liturgy 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ άƻŦŦŜǊ 
ourselves and one another and our 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΦέ  
One January day, nearly 20 years 
ago, a young parish council president 
was just getting accustomed to his 
new duties when someone placed a 
stack of checks in front of him to be 
signed. As he quickly signed each  
 

 
check, his pen was suddenly stopped 
by the sight of a check that had been 
placed before him for his signature. 
It was the salary check for his priest 
ς the priest who had baptized him, 
for whom he served as an altar boy, 
to whom he had gone for confession 
and whom he loved and respected 
as his spiritual father. 
It was one of the most humbling 
experiences of his life. And the 
amount of the check seemed 
ridiculously small in consideration of 
the effect that this priest had on the 
lives of his parishioners.  
This is the same feeling we should 
have when we make our 
stewardship offering to the Lord ς 
humility, appreciation, thanksgiving, 
joy, respect, and love. 
  

THE EARLY CHURCH 
In his book on the Eucharist, Fr 
Alexander Schmemann explains that 
in the early church, the Eucharistic 
sacrifice was offered by all the 
members of the church. Each person 
coming to the gathering of the 
Church brought with them 
everything they could spare for the 
needs of the Church. This meant for 
the sustenance of the clergy, widows 
and orphans, for helping the poor, 
and for all the good works of the 
Church. This is the Church that we as 
Orthodox Christians claim to be.  
We also learn about the early Church 
in Acts 2 (43-47): ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪŜǇǘ 
feeling a sense of awe; and many 
wonders and signs were taking place 
through the apostles. And all those 
who had believed were together and 
had all things in common; and they 
began selling their property and 
possessions and were sharing them 
with all, as anyone might have need. 
Day by day continuing with one mind  
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Our Mission  
 

THE VOICE is the official monthly 

newsletter of Holy Trinity-St. 

Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church at 

Cincinnati, Ohio.  Our mission is to 

reach out to all members of the 

Community by providing: relevant 

information on the religious, 

spiritual and cultural life of the 

Parish; news on the 

accomplishments of Parish 

members and organizations; and 

editorial points of view.   

 

The Deadline 
The next deadline for submitting 

news to the "Voice" is October 4, 

2009.  Submissions can be dropped 

off or mailed to the Church Office 

or e-mailed to 

gopriest@cinci.rr.com or 

hchurch2@cinci.rr.com.  

 

Our Church website can be found 

at www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org 

 
 

THANK YOU 
 

 

in the temple, and breaking bread 
from house to house, they were 
taking their meals together with 
gladness and sincerity of heart, 
praising God and having favor with  
all the people. And the Lord was 
adding to their number day by day 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ 
 

STEWARDSHIP ς THE NEXT LEVEL 
A young man 
had taken his 
girlfriend to a 

high-priced 
restaurant. 

As the young 
couple 

looked over 
the menu the 

young 
woman 

scanned the 
prices of the entrees, and then 
turning to the young man she asked, 
άIƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΚέ 
Continuing to scan the menu, the 
ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άtǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ 
than the corned beef, but not as 
ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƛƭŜŘ ƭƻōǎǘŜǊΦέ 

 
Stewardship is not about calculations 
ƻǊ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜǎΦ Lǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
be reduced to a number of hours of 
service or dollars offered. 
Stewardship is a way of life. As 
Orthodox Christians, we are called to 
a new way of seeing things ς a new 
way of life. Our stewardship is 
obedience to the greatest 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ άƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
with all your heart, soul, mind and 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦέ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ 
others to commit their lives to Jesus 
Christ in such a way that leads to the 
joy of knowing Him personally and 
profoundly. 
 As Orthodox Christians, we see the 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ 
communion with Him. And so we are 
able to offer the world back to God 
in thanksgiving as we say in every 
5ƛǾƛƴŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ά¢ƘƛƴŜ ƻǿƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘƛƴŜ 
ƻǿƴ ǿŜ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜŜΧέ  
Fr. Jim Kordaris is Archdiocese 
Director of Stewardship

 

 
 


