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Orthodox Christian Stewardship: A Way of Life
Father James Kordaris

HOW MUCH DO | OWE? Many Greek Orthodox parishes have
It was Sundawnd the Parish @incil embraced the process of
members were counting the Sundaystewardship, by which we offer our
offering in the church office as the gifts to the church according to our
offering trays were being brought in blessings. Many continue to operate
from the Divine Liturgy. One faithful in a dues system. And some operate
parishioner  found under a hybrid
his way back to the Stewardshipwith-a-
church office and minimum system.

polltely’ inquired, IMPLICATIONS OF A DUES
a I, g 7] ' Y dzO K SYSTEM

z 2 S K_s . The idea that as a parish
Th'.s vx{él-mtentloned we are able to set an
pan_shlo_ner was amount that is fair for all
asking if he was up the faithful, the payment
fodate  on  his of which makes them
pledge, but his members

in good standing with
rights and privileges, iBawed for a
number of reasons.

guestion reveals something about
our thought process in offering our

gifts to the Church. Is it fair to think that the elderly

No matter how generously We iqow Jiving on Social Security, the
support the Church, can we ever feelg,.ossfy| real estate developer, the
that we have givenn proportion 10 panyer, the young tradesman with a

the blessings we have received?gr(_.,wing family, the teacher and the

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
OUTREACH SUNDAY ON NOVEMBER 8

2S |ff 1y26 FTNASYRa FyR FlIYAfEe@
Bring them to Outreach Sunday. This year Parish Council and Philopt
are planning a chili cook off to celebrate the evei@ook up your favorite
chilit Cincinnati style, southwestern, meatless, white or any other typ:
and enter it in the cook off. How many of you cooks are up to
challenge?

Call Vera Manolakas, 5P27-0011, for further information. There will bt
more hformation during the month of October.
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lawyer each have received the sameparishionersthat we trust you to check, his pen was suddenly stopped
material blessings and have thegive as you have been blessed, buby the sight of a check that had been
same ability to give? are not willing to take that leap of placed before him for his signature.
To set a specific required duesfaith. When we deal with minimums, It was the salar check for his priest
amount places an undue burden onwe also have to realize that there isq the priest who had baptized him,
some, but most often it always a number of faithful who will for whom he served as an altar boy,
underestimates the ability of our be excluded when we have towhom he had gone for confession
parishioners to support the church. minimums and dues. and whom he loved and respected
JUST ANOTHER BILL We nee_dto be rerr_unde_d_that God as his spiritual father. _
The d tem also dinghies th never gives to us in minimums andit was one of the most humbling
Ne dues system aiso divshes the - giving should never be guidég experiences of his life. And the
joy of giving and turns it into just - hodox Christianity i h heck d
Y2 GKSNI 6ATE @2 651 inmy }\%rt 0 cl)_x,u ?grlgtlan%yYﬁ?%?Rwl_ of .the ~check seeme
© ai ith iov from our heart. A not about” minimums, 1t is aboutTidiculousl $hall in consideration of
O give with Joy Trom our heart. AS . imums. Jesus gave the maximunthe effect that this priest had on the
St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, L : : .
&So let h one ai he intend .1;]or us. We now carry on His ministrylivesof his parishioners.
hi 0 E ea}[c 0 te glveda§ Iel © Sflwith maximum giving. Ad from a This is the same feeling we should
nlescessi?;', for:OGo%rulo?/g]sgé]egrrfulo practical point of view, minimums have when we make our
B el h f f [ hip offeri he L
3 A @S GiFinthians 9:7). ave a funny way of becomingstewardship offering tothe Lord ¢

. o maximums. humility, appreciation, thanksgiving
Gregory the Theologian writeg, , 2 dz joy, respect, and love.

gAft YSOBSNI 20SNO2YS D2RQa
THE EARLY CHURCH

generosity, even if you give away v
£t GKIFG @2dz KI @ 'NJ In his book on the Eucharist, Fr
much you bring to him, always ===

Alexander Schmemann explains that
more remains. Nor will you give

in the early church, the Eucharistic
anything that is your ownfor all

sacrifice was offered by all the
things flow from God.(2 Cor members of the church. Each person
MO PHHUE

coming to the gathering of the

RIGHTS AND ENTITLEMENTS STEWARDSHIP Church bought ~ with ~them
We often hear economists talk about{ G S8+ NR& KA L) Aa 2 REYIREYNewnpudssparesior Big g
the balance of payments. Thisgrace and moves us from grace td’]heeds of the Cht;rchh. Tlhls mea_lgt for
concept applies to our offering to gratitude. Just as we love becausé esustinancefo Lﬁ?ergﬁ WIdOws
the Church. We can never giveGod first loved us (I John 4:14), wend ?rp alllnsh or he pmgli e foﬁr’
enough to God for the blessings Hedive because God first gave to us. a}nd %r ? the good wo;] Sh of the ,
has given us. Wera always in a ¢ KS ljdzsauAzy 27 ghﬁrgd' Ig'%'? @Wt;gcubt B WeRt (i
deficit position. But when we set ashall I give to the Lord in return for rthodox Christians afa to be.
dues amount, whatever it may be, itall | A& 0SyS¥Ada W plsqisyn ab@_lg,w% early, %hgrch .
implies that if we pay this amount, 116:2), is answered in every liturgy" IACtS: 2 sy f(x v Q_S NE 2 V'S
then we have fulfilled our obligation # KSY UKS OSt So NI yeG '3905\. ‘Q[Z@S.% of 24 %ng mlf&n% T¥
(2 GKS Ipakiduydesmmoval ourselves and one another and our!'o" e;]s :;]m S|gns| were ta 'nlg Eace
get to vote, receive sacraments, and K2t S tATS 02 /K ﬁ%oﬁr%jdtbQI_aﬂQgt%-zpﬁ%@h t 033
express my opiniorfdow the parish One January day, nearly 20 year§"© Nac beleved were to‘?’et er an
should be rurk. ago, a young parish council presidenf'@d all things in common; and they

was just getilg accustomed to his P€9an selling their property and
STEWARDSHIP WITH A MINIMUMnew duties when someone placed gPossessions and were sharing them

Many parishes attempt a sort of gtack of checks in front of him to be'ith all, as anyone might have need.
hybrid system of Stewardship with asigned. As he quickly signed each Day by day continuing with one mind
minimum. This sends the

contradictory message to

2|Page
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in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, they wereStewardship is not about calculations LC IXC
taking their meals together with 2 NJ L2 NI A2y a 2NJ LISNOSY (| 3Jé&=a i
gladness and sterity of heart, be reduced to a number of hours of MiSSiOI’]Nl _ISA
praising God and having favor with service or dollars  offered.
all the people. And the Lord wasStewardshipis a way of life. As _ e
adding to their number day by dayOrthodox Christians, we are called to ' VOICE the official monthly
iK2aS 6K2 ¢gSNB 0 SnehIvaydf &g dhingsa new newsletter of Holy Trinitst.
way of life. Our stewardship is| Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
STEWARDSWH’HEANEXT S obedience to the  greatest| Cincinnati, Ohio. Our mission is t
young man 5o vyt y RYSyd G2 & f @aghSut tolaKimbefs 8 MR
had taken his _ . - . .
with all your heart, soul, mind and| community by providing: relevant

. fth ¢ scanneg :L]e able to offer the world back to God
prices -0 € enirees, an N in thanksgiving as we say in every
turning to the young manvshe asked,5 ABAY S .| AdzNHE  dl¢ q@\%s)}o@e -v\éoiﬁewgcgjbp“} ¢
al 26  YdOK R2 &2t é? S ;\)TJ%%\I% i 2 ¢ ROGISSykgnissions can be droppe
Continuing to scan the men the \]'y K is is Archdi y off or mailed to the Church Office
N A ~ Er Jim Kordatris is Archdigces = I u I
€2dzy3d Yy NBLIAS Ei%cto?o?! ﬁg\/gr&sﬁlg € ‘%2 N{B or emailed to
than the corned beef, but not as

Y dzO K & iKS ONRAf SR f 2040 SNIDE goprlest@cmg.r.r.conor
hchurch2@cinci.rr.com

The next deadline for submitting

Our Church website can be founo
at www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org

THANK YOU
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irffriendtoa < < \ 5 P . A = A 9
restaurant oth(_ers _to commit their lives to Jesus spiritual and cultural life of the
" Christ in such a way that leads to the -
As the young . : . Parish; news on the
joy of knowing Him personally and ) :
couple accomplishments of Parish
profoundly. ALE
looked over As Orthodox Christians. we see the members and organizations; and
themenuthe ,'o Nt R +a D2RQa 3 A F Gesioripl gintgofvigny o N
Young 5 ¥ p2RQa LINBaSyOS FyR I YSIysa
woman - ., munion with Him. And so wee The Deadline
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