
 

 

Background of St. Luke: The holy Evangelist 
Luke was born in the Syrian city of Antioch. 
His parents were not 
members of the Hebrew 
race; and the very name 
ά[ǳƪŜέ ōŜŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
this in part, for it is an 
abbreviated form of the 
[ŀǘƛƴ ƴŀƳŜ ά[ǳŎŀƴǳǎΦέ 
Furthermore, in one pas-
sage in his Epistle to the 
Colossians, the holy Apos-
tle Paul makes a clear 
distinction between Luke 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ άǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎƛƻƴΣέ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ 
the Jews (Col 4:10-15). In 
his own writings, how-
ever, Luke shows a thor-
ough knowledge of the 
Law of Moses and the customs of the Jew-
ish people. Hence, we may conclude that 
Luke had already adopted the Jewish relig-
ion before his conversion to Christ. More-

over, in his native land, which was re-
nowned for the flourishing state of the arts 

and sciences, Luke had 
developed his intellect 
with various scholarly 
studies. From the Apostle 
tŀǳƭΩǎ 9ǇƛǎǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǎπ
sians, we learn also that 
Luke had studied medi-
cine (Col 4:14). Tradition 
also informs us that he 
was a painter. He un-
doubtedly received an 
excellent education in 
general, for the quality of 
the Greek language in his 
writings is far more pure 
and correct than that of 
the other New Testament 
writers. 

 

Coming to Christ: When rumor of the mira-
cles and teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ 
spread from Galilee throughout Syria and 
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The Life of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke 
Whose Memory the Holy Church Celebrates on the 18th of October 

Thanksgiving & Christmas Outreach: 
Helping Our Neighbors 

 

Once again, this year we will be providing meals for families at Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. Our current list of families visiting our Food Pantry is over 150. We are starting to  
collect turkeys for Thanksgiving now. We have plenty of room in our freezer. A list of 
the other items needed will be published in the Sunday Voice starting November 1st. 
Philoptochos and the Maids of Athena will be coordinating our efforts to insure that all 
families receive a meal. If you have a source that would be able to help get turkeys or 
any other supplies, please contact the Church office at 513-591-0030. 
 

Thank you to all of the individuals that have given so generously to make this ministry possible!  
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the entire surrounding region, Luke journeyed from Antioch to Galilee, where the Lord Jesus Christ had begun to sow 
the seeds of His saving teaching. These seeds found good soil for themselves in the heart of Luke, and bore much fruit. 
The holy Luke was soon found worthy of a place in the company of the Seventy Apostles and, after receiving traveling 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΣ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ άōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘπ
ing the imminence of the kingdom of God and preparing His way. 
 

At the CrucifixionΥ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƘŜƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
sheep of His flock also were scattered, the holy Luke abode in Jerusalem, lamenting and weeping for his Lord Who had 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊƛƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ [ǳƪŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘƻƻŘ άŀŦŀǊ ƻŦŦέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƪƴŜǿ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
looked upon the Crucified One. But soon after, his sorrow was turned into joy, for the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ 
consoled Luke on the very day of His resurrection, counting him worthy to see and converse with Him, as Luke himself 
informs us in his Gospel in great personal detail (Luke 24:13-32). 
 

On the Road to Emmaus: Grieving over the death of His Master and in doubt concerning His resurrection, of which the 
myrrh-bearing women had informed him, Luke set out from Jerusalem for Emmaus in the company of Cleopas, another 
disciple of the Lord. Along the road to that town, he was accounted worthy to become the traveling companion of Him 
²Ƙƻ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦέ .ƻǘƘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ IƛƳπ
ǎŜƭŦ ƻǾŜǊǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘ aŀǊƪ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎΣ άƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŦƻǊƳέ όaŀǊƪ мсΥмнύΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ IƛƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΣ άǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻƭŘŜƴέ ό[ǳƪŜ нпΥмсύΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ²Ƙƻ ƘŀŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
supposed that their Companion was one of the pilgrims who had come to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. 
 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ȅŜ ǿŀƭƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŘΚέ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
ά!Ǌǘ ¢Ƙƻǳ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΚέ 
/ƭŜƻǇŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΚέ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ά/ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΣ ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΣ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ 
in deed and word before God and all the people; and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be con-
demned to death, and have crucified Him. But we hoped that it had been He Who should have redeemed Israel; and 
besides all this, today is the third day since these things were done. Yea, and certain women also of our company made 
us astonished, who were early at the sepulcher; and when they found not His body, they came, saying that they had 
also seen a vision of angels, who said that He was alive. And certain of those who were with us went to the sepulcher, 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘΤ ōǳǘ IƛƳ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ƴƻǘΦέ 
 

¢ƘŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΥ άh ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ƻƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƻǿ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΗ hǳƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ Iƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΚέ !ƴŘΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 
to them passages from all the prophets that told of Him in the Scriptures. Thus, conversing with the Lord, the disciples 
drew nigh to Emmaus without being aware of it. And since His conversation was pleasing to them, and their Compan-
ƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƻ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜǎƻǳƎƘǘ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ ά!ōƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΤ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŜǾŜπ
ƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ǎǇŜƴǘΦέ 
 

Therefore He entered the town and sojourned with them in a certain house. When He reclined with them to dine, He 
took a loaf of bread from the table and, blessing it, broke it and gave it to them. No sooner did the Lord do this than 
His disciples immediately recognized Him. In all probability, the Lord had performed this action in the presence of His 
disciples previously; moreover, they may have recognized Him from the wounds made by the nails that had pierced His 
ƘŀƴŘǎΦ .ǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΥ ά5ƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊ 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ōǳǊƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ IŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ IŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎΚέ 
 

Back in Jerusalem the Risen Lord Appears once More: Desiring to share their joy with the other disciples of the Lord, 
Luke and Cleopas rose immediately from their meal and set out for Jerusalem. There they found the apostles and the 
other disciples assembled in one house, and, of course, they announced to them straightway that Christ had risen from 
the dead, and that they had seen Him and conversed with Him. For their part, the apostles reassured them, relating 

Continued on Page 3 
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that the Lord had truly risen and had appeared to Simon. Then Luke and Cleopas recounted to the apostles in detail all that 
had transpired with them on the way, and how they had recognized Christ the Lord in the breaking of the bread. (*Partaking 
ƻŦ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ άǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘέΦύ 

 

In the midst of their conversation, the risen Lord Himself suddenly appeared among 
the apostles, bestowed His peace upon them and calmed their troubled hearts. To 
convince those who thought that what they were seeing was not merely the ghost of 
their dead Teacher, the Lord showed them the wounds which the nails had inflicted 
upon His hands and feet, and partook of some food. Then the Evangelist Luke was 
again accounted worthy to hear from the Lord an explanation of all said of Him in the 
sacred Scriptures of the Old Testament, and received the gift of understanding the 
Scriptures (Luke 24:18-49). 
 

St. Luke at Sebaste, Antioch, Greece, and Phillipi: After the ascension of the Lord, 
the holy Luke remained in Jerusalem for a time, with the other apostles; but later, as 
tradition bears witness, he went to Antioch, his native city, where there were already 
many Christians. Along the road to Antioch, he passed through the city of Sebaste, 
the principal city of Samaria. There he proclaimed the glad tidings of the coming of 
the Messiah. There also, he found the incorrupt relics of St. John the Forerunner. 
When it came time for him to leave Sebaste, the holy Luke wished to take them with 
him to his native land, but the Christians there, fervently honoring the Baptizer of the 

Lord, would not permit Luke to remove all his holy relics. Then, St. Luke detached from them the right arm, under which 
Christ had bowed His head when He had received baptism from John. With this priceless treasure, the holy Luke arrived in his 
homeland, to the great joy of the Christians of Antioch. And he left that city only when he became the traveling companion 
and fellow laborer of the holy Apostle Paul, who, in the words of several ancient writers, was even one of his kinsmen. This 
ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
Greece to preach the Gospel, and the holy evangelist was left behind by the Apostle to the Gentiles to establish and organize 
the Church in the Macedonian city of Philippi. Then, for a period of several years, the holy Luke labored to spread Christianity 
throughout those parts. 
 

With the Apostle Paul: When, at the end of his third missionary journey, the Apostle Paul again visited Philippi, Luke, on his 
instruction and as the choice of all the faithful, went to Corinth to collect alms for the poor Christians of Palestine (cf. 2 Cor 
8:18-19). When he had finished what he had been sent to do, St. Luke departed with the Apostle Paul for Palestine, stopping 
along the way to visit the Churches on the islands of the Aegean archipelago, along the coast of Asia Minor, in Phoenicia and 
in Judaea. When the Apostle Paul was kept under guard in prison in the city of Caesaria of Palestine, the holy Luke remained 
by his side. And he would not forsake him even when he was sent to Rome to stand trial before Caesar. Together with the 
Apostle Paul he endured all the difficulties of their voyage across the sea, and nearly lost his life (cf. Acts, chapters 27-28). 
 

The Gospel of St. Luke and the Book of the Acts of the Apostles: On arriving in Rome, the holy Luke again stayed by the 
!ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊƪΣ !ǊƛǎǘŀǊŎƘǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ όǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 9ǇƛǎǘƭŜ ǘƻ tƘƛƭŜƳƻƴύΦ Lƴ wƻƳŜΣ ǘƘe 
holy Luke wrote his Gospel and the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. In his Gospel, he described the earthly life of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, not only on the basis of what he himself had seen and heard, but also taking into account all that had been 
ƘŀƴŘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ άǿƘƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȅŜǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘέ ό[ǳƪŜ мΥнύΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ 
Paul guided him in this labor and afterwards approved the Gospel written by St. Luke. In the same way was the Book of the 
Acts of the Apostles written, as the tradition of the Church says, at the command of the Apostle Paul. 

 

With St. Paul in Rome unto his Martyrdom: After two years in chains in the dungeons of Rome, the Apostle Paul was re-
leased and, departing from Rome, visited several of the Churches he had founded before. At this time, the holy Luke was 
again his companion. But before long, the Emperor Nero initiated a cruel persecution against the Christians in Rome. The 
Apostle Paul then returned to Rome, that by his discourse and example he might encourage the persecuted Church, make it 

Continued on Page 4 
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steadfast, and, if it so pleased God, share with the faithful the crown of martyrdom. He was arrested by the pagans and im-
ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¸Ŝǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻƭȅ [ǳƪŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƭŀōƻǊŜǊs, 
stayed at his side during that period of time which was so terrible that the apostle compared himself to a victim doomed to 
ōŜ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊŜŘΦ άL ŀƳ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘΣέ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅΣ άŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦ 
Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me; for Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto 
¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŎŀΤ /ǊŜǎŎŜƴǎ ǘƻ DŀƭŀǘƛŀΣ ¢ƛǘǳǎ ǳƴǘƻ 5ŀƭƳŀǘƛŀΦ hƴƭȅ [ǳƪŜ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜέ όн ¢ƛƳ пΥсΣ мл-11). 
 

St. Luke in Italy, Dalmatia, Gaul, Macedonia, and Achaia: It is quite possible that Luke was also a witness to the martyrdom 
of the Apostle Paul in Rome. After the repose of his teacher, the holy Luke, as the tradition of the Church informs us, spread 
the Gospel of Christ in Italy, Dalmatia, Gaul, and especially, Macedonia, in which he had labored before for several years. He 
also evangelized Achaia, which borders on Macedonia. 
St. Luke in Egypt: When he was already quite elderly, the Apostle Luke undertook a journey to far away Egypt and there la-
bored greatly and endured many afflictions for the holy name of Jesus. He arrived in Egypt, having first passed through all of 
Libya, and in the Thebaid of Egypt converted many to Christ. In the city of Alexandria, he ordained as bishop a certain Abilius 
to be a successor to Annas, who had been ordained by the Evangelist Mark, and had carried out his ministry for twenty-two 
years. 
 

The Martyrdom of St. Luke: Returning to Greece he again set up churches there, primarily in Boetia, ordained priests and 
deacons, and healed those sick of body and soul. Like his friend and mentor, the Apostle Paul, St. Luke fought the good fight, 
finished his course and kept the Faith. At the age of eighty-ŦƻǳǊΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ŀ ƳŀǊǘȅǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ !ŎƘŀƛŀΣ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƻƭƛǾŜ ǘǊŜe 
in lieu of a cross. His precious body was buried in Thebes, the principal city of Boetia, where his holy relics, which were re-
sponsible for a multitude of hearings, were to be found until the second half of the fourth century; they were subsequently 
transferred to Constantinople, the capital of the Eastern Empire. 
 

The Holy Relics of St. Luke: The location of the relics of the holy Apostle Luke became known in the fourth century because 
of the healings worked there. Many cures were worked through them especially for those who suffered from diseases of the 
eyes. The Emperor Constantius, the son of the holy Emperor Constantine the Great, the equal of the apostles, on learning 
from the Bishop of Achaia that the body of St. Luke lay in Thebes, dispatched Artemius, then Prefect of Egypt, to translate the 
relics of the holy Luke to the capital, which Artemius accomplished with great solemnity. 
 

! aƛǊŀŎƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ Iƻƭȅ wŜƭƛŎǎ: During the transfer of the holy relics of St. Luke from the seaside to the 
church, the following miracle took place. A certain Anatolius, a eunuch who was one of the imperial chamberlains, was af-
flicted with an incurable illness. He had expended a great deal of money on physicians, yet had not obtained a cure; but then, 
approaching the precious relics of the Apostle Luke with faith in their miraculous power, he entreated the holy one for heal-
ing. He drew near the honored reliquary of the saint and, to the extent of his ability, helped to carry it. And what happened? 
The disease left him before he could walk many steps. After this, he joyfully carried the precious reliquary to the Church of 
the Holy Apostles, where the relics of St. Luke were enshrined beneath the altar together with the relics of the holy Apostles 
Andrew and Timothy. There they became a well-spring of miracles and were venerated with particular love by the Orthodox 
Christians. 
 

St. Luke, the First Iconographer of the Church: The writers of the ancient Church inform us that St. Luke, acceding to the pi-
ous desire of the early Christians, was the first to paint the image of the all-holy Theotokos, holding in her arms the pre-
eternal Infant, our Lord Jesus Christ; and later painted two other icons of the all-holy Theotokos and brought them to the 
aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ hƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ άaŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ IƛƳ ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻŦ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳŜǊŎȅ ōŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛŎƻƴǎΗέ 
The holy Luke also painted on boards the images of the holy pre-eminent Apostles Peter and Paul, and was thus himself the 
initiator of the good work of iconography, to the glory of God, the Mother of God and all the saints, unto the adornment of 
the holy churches and the salvation of the faithful who piously venerate them. Amen. 
 

Let us praise with sacred songs the Holy Apostle Luke, the recorder of the joyous Gospel of Christ, and the scribe of the Acts 
of the Apostles, for his writings are a testimony of the Church of Christ: He is the Physician of human weaknesses and infir-

mities. He heals the wounds of our souls, and constantly intercedes for our salvation. 
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OUR THOUGHTS DETERMINE OUR LIVES 
The Life and Teachings of Thaddeus of Vitovinca 

 

The Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica was one of the most renowned spiritual guides of Serbia in the twentieth 
century.  As a novice monk he lived in obedience to Elder Ambrose of Miljkovo Monastery, a disciple of the 
revered Optina Elders of Russia.  From him Father Thaddeus learned the Prayer of the Heart and the self-
less love that came to characterize his whole ministry to the suffering Serbian people. 
 

Born in 1914, Father Thaddeus lived through all the suffering endured by Serbia in the twentieth century.  
Over the course of two World Wars, during the Communist era, and through the NATO bombings of 1999, 
he suffered along with his people.  He taught, counseled, and prayed for all who came to him in pain, suf-

fering and sorrow.  His words of love and hope provided spiritual balm for people from all walks of life. 
 

His life, teachings, and spiritual conversations are presented in English for the first time in this book. 
 

This book is available in our Parish Bookstore for $15.00 

Temperatures have mercifully fallen, the leaves are changing color (prematurely because of drought-like condi-
ǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ - football season.  ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ 
that football season is here, fall also portends the cyclical change within our parish. This is manifest through our 
General Assembly which includes, amongst other things, nominations and elections for leadership service within 

our parish through both the  long-range planning and endowment committees and parish council. Many are asked; few 
serve.  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ hǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƴŜǿΣ crea-
tive ideas and perspectives that can be readily infused into our fabric and given time to germinate and thrive.  We need vision and 
require leaders who understand this, see a path forward and are willing to invest their time and talent to help guide the transfor-
mation. 
 

¢ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘively 
participate.  The session on October 14th will be significantly streamlined and will primarily address the 2013 budget, nominations 
and elections for the aforementioned committees and nominations for parish council.  The session will be focused and brief.  This 
hopefully removes some of the barriers that have curtailed past attendance to general assemblies. Participate and share your per-
spective. 
 

We also want to consider a more attentive approach to ministries and outreach that touch as many lives as possible, both inside 
and outside our parish, with less reliance on fundraising. We spend far too much time fundraising through events that cover only 
ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŀƳŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  The first step 
in decreasing the prominence of fundraising in our daily lives is to de-emphasize the car raffle.  While it has been a wonderful touch
-point for our Parish with the local community, it takes up too much time and effort and detracts energy from ministries we could 
be better serving, efforts which ultimately make us more cohesive as a parish.  LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ so re-
quires us to act consistently with our values as a Parish. At the moment, we simply cannot forego the revenue from this function 
unless everyone increases their financial commitment to our church.  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŀǎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ Ŧŀmily 
in our parish to increase their commitment by $60. Are enhanced ministries and outreach worth $60? 
 

Parish Council says yes, and to support this vision, has requested a budget for a lay-assistant (to start in August 2013) to help shape 
and guide our expanded ministries and provide enhanced leadership to a congregation clamoring for it. Our Assistant Priest and 
Parish Administrator are now so thoroughly integrated into the fabric of our lives that it would be impossible to thrive as a parish 
without them. There is a fundamental need for another person to help us grow into the parish that we need to be, that we can be. 
 

Come to the General Assembly to let us know you agree with the path forward.  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƴƻǿΦ 

Parish Council President's Message  
by Chris Chryssovergis 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 
PHILOPTOCHOSéDiane Kevin 

Celebrating 80 years of service! 
 

Our first meeting was held Tuesday, September 4 with dinner 
and dessert provided by our Philoptochos board members.  
²Ŝ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /9h ŦǊƻƳ /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛΩǎ 5ǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŎƘŀǇπ
ter Julie Smith-Morrow.  A donation of $2000 was presented 
by Eleni Zaferes and Loy Jonson with proceeds from our 
luncheon held in May.  Several members donated suits and 
we thank you for your kind donation to this worthy cause.  
We look forward to working with Julie and the Dress for Suc-
cess program again in the future, and were very happy to see 
our members who were able to attend.  
 

A membership reception has been planned for Sunday, Sep-
tember 30.  We have asked that you become reacquainted 
with Philoptochos and the many wonderful things associated 
with being a Philoptochos member.  Men we welcome your 
auxiliary membership as well, and look forward to seeing you 
on the 30th following Divine Liturgy.  A fair share contribution 
of $30 is required for membership, and this will be applied to 
the 2013 calendar year.  We call to all women regardless of 
your affiliation with another organization, to be a part of the 
Philoptochos ministry.  It is simply one woman asking an-
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜΧ 
 

The ²ŀƭƪ ǘƻ 9ƴŘ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ is scheduled for Saturday, Octo-
ber 6 at Sawyer Point.  We invite you to join the Greek Team 
and make this year a record year for attendance.  Dogs are 
welcome!  Melanie McNulty, Deb Sylvester, and Nick Sara-
katsannis have worked very hard each year to make this walk 
a heartfelt and meaningful success to support research for 
ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ IŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ άmemoryέ ƻŦ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
community alive, by donating and walking with the Greek 
Team this year. 
 

We welcome Cathy Nadaud back as she continues to recover 
from yet another set back regarding her health.  Cathy was 
not able to attend the Fabulous Furs outing last year, and we 
are holding this event one more time with hopes that she, 
and others that may have missed this event may attend!  
Please see the ad in this Voice issue, and visit our table for 
tickets and a chance to win the fabulous throw valued up to 
$329. Not only coats, but lovely accessories and other items 
are available, and not to forget the bargain room in the back.  
Maybe some of the things we saw last year will be available 
to us at a great price! You also receive a discount that eve-
ning for attending. Please plan to join us for drinks and hors 
ŘΩƻŜǳǾǊŜǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ сΥол ǇΦƳΦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Cŀōǳƭƻǳǎ CǳǊǎ ǎƘƻǿπ
room location 20 West 11th St Covington KY 41011.   
 

Sunday Church SchooléCara Chryssovergis 

One of the callings of Orthodox Christians is to help those in 
ƴŜŜŘΦ  /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нрΥорΣ άCƻǊ L ǿŀǎ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ƳŜ ƛƴΦέ 
He, of course is not referring to when we have fed Christ per-
sonally but when we have helped our neighbors. Our food 
pantry has been available for our neighbors in times of need, 
but we must keep it stocked.  This is a great way to teach 
your children the value of helping others and one the the 
pillars of Orthodoxy, alms-giving. Please remember your 
neighbors when you visit the grocery store and perhaps we 
can top last year's total of 1800 items.  Our goal this year is 
to reach 2500 items donated! 
 

The electronic registration process went very smoothly. As of 
9/16 we have 186 students registered! Please take a minute 
to register your child if you have not yet done so. The elec-
tronic form can be found on the church website.  This proc-
ess gives our staff up-to-date emergency contact and allergy 
information. 
 

SCS is looking to fill the following needs: 

Assistant teacher for 1st and 6th grade. 
Assistance with Nativity Program to help with costumes 

and music practice 

Substitute Teachers 
Assistance with Bulletin Boards 
Assistance with Parent Open House 
Assistance with the Oratorical Festival 

 

Your ideas are very valuable. Please consider this opportunity 
to serve your parish and make our SCS an exceptional pro-
gram.   If you have any questions or would like to volunteer 
your time and talents please contact Cara Chryssovergis at 
513-777-8281 or chryssovergis@fuse.net. 

Operation Christmas Stocking will begin October 7 ς we have 
made a few changes this year regarding this collection.  
Please visit us in the large hall following Divine Liturgy for 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ άǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎέ ōŀƎΗ   
 

Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, October 2, 2012 at 
7:00 p.m.  We welcome Kiki Christofield, who will speak to us 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘΦ {ƻǇƘƛŀΩǎ aƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
Club helped to establish, to assist families from Greece who 
are here with their child due to illness. Proceeds from the 
Fabulous Furs outing will be donated to this fund.   

mailto:chryssovergis@fuse.net
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Please join us for our SIXTH ANNUAL WINE-TASTING EVENT, 
Saturday, October 6, 2012, 7:00 to 10:00pm, donation $25. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻƻŘ 
prepared by the Daughters. 
 

On Saturday, November 10, 2012 @ 10:00am we will be hav-
ing our Holiday Cooking Class. Come and learn about goodies 
made with phyllo. 
 

We collect pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House year round. 
Please save these tabs and drop them off at the Church office 
in the Daughters of Penelope mailbox.  
 

The Calypso Chapter congratulates Sophia Guethlein, who 
marks her 65th year as a member of the Daughters on Octo-
ber 12th .  
 

Contact Melody at 513-729-8484 for any information regard-
ing DOP events. 
 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday October 23 @ 7:00pm at 
the church.  

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE ... Melody Dargis 

The Maids have kept busy with the start of the school year. 

We would first like to thank everyone for all of your help and 

support during our August Greek pizza sale. It would not be 

possible without you, the community.  We also had the op-

portunity to volunteer at the Ronald McDonald House at the 

end of August.  We served a chicken dinner and enjoyed our 

time spent with the children and their families. 
 

We would like to welcome our newest member, Eleni Laza-

res.  
 

We would like to announce that as we are quickly approach-

ing the Thanksgiving holiday season we will again be collect-

ing donations for families in need.  We would like to ask eve-

ryone's help in collecting food donations to feed families in 

need this holiday.  Last year with your help we were able to 

provide 70 families with complete turkey dinners! We are 

asking for items such as cranberries, potatoes, stuffing, 

gravy, pie crusts and filling, vegetables, and turkeys. Any do-

nation is greatly appreciated. Please drop off all donations in 

the church food pantry.  
 

Maid of the Month ς Constance Frankenstein 
 

Constance Frankenstein is the current recording secretary for 

2012-2013.  Prior to this year she served as Loyal Maid.  Con-

stance is a senior at Oak Hills High School where she partici-

pates in the German exchange program, orchestra, musicals, 

NHS and other organizations.  She also plays soccer for Ohio 

Elite.  This past summer she travelled to Germany for 3 

weeks through the OHHS German exchange program.  She 

was also selected to the All Ohio State Youth Choir and sang 

at the Ohio State Fair.  She is currently applying to colleges 

and plans to study music education.  She plays the cello, vio-

lin, piano, and bass and loves to sing.  Constance loves all of 

the volunteer opportunities and helping people, and looks 

forward to what this upcoming year will bring.  
 

The next Maids meeting will be held on Sunday, October 
7th.  The Maids of Athena is open to all single girls ages 14-
28.  All those interested are welcome to attend.   For more 
information visit us on Facebook (Aurora Maids of Athena), 
email cincinnatimaids@gmail.com or call Nikki at 513-325-
6629.   

MAIDS OF ATHENAéNikki Frankenstein 

Much is happening in the choir loft this year.  I begin with the 
very sad news that our organist of over two years, Hun Lee, suf-
fered a stroke in August. Hun is currently undergoing rehab at 
Christ Hospital.  Please continue your prayers for Hun's recov-
ery. In the meantime, we have welcomed substitute organists 
Maria Palassis and Eun-Joung Kim, as we continue our search 
for a long-term organist. 
 

Our adult choir will bring back the all-English singing of the Di-
vine Liturgy on the first Sunday of each month. Many parishion-
ers find the English liturgy very inspiring. 
 

Please encourage your children to join in our Youth Choir re-
hearsals. We will rehearse on Sundays from 11:45 to 12:15, be-
ginning on Sunday, September 16th. The Youth Choir will be 
debuting very soon. 
 

Finally, Cincinnati has been chosen as the site of the 2013 an-
nual MEFGOX Convention (Mideast Federation of Greek Ortho-
dox Musicians) on July 18-21, 2013. Work is already underway 
to prepare for this exciting event.  We will need many hands to 
take on an event of this size.  If you are willing to help out in any 
way, please contact Janice Kellaris at 513-379-1825 or jkel-
laris@cinci.rr.com. 
 

If you are a past choir member, or have been considering joining 
the choir, this is definitely the time to join us in the choir loft.  
2012-2013 promises to be an exciting year for our music pro-
gram! 

CHOIRéJanice Kellaris 

mailto:cincinnatimaids@gmail.com
tel:513-325-6629
tel:513-325-6629
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Transitions  
 

 

BAPTISMS:  
 

 The New Christian:  Dimitra Georgina 
Parents:  George D. and Helen (Yannopoulos) Marinakis 

Sponsors:  Maria, Ageliki and Todd Powers 
Date: 8/25/12 

 
The New Christian: Dimitra 

Parents:  Michael and Katheryn (Grammas) Akroush 
Sponsor:  Mary Grammas 

Date:  September 16, 2012 

 

ADULT BAPTISMS:  
 

 Steven Allan Chowning was welcomed into the Orthodox Church with the holy Sacraments of Baptism and Chrismation on 
August 26, 2012.  His Sponsor is Michael Belivankis.  

 

WEDDINGS:  
 

The Newlyweds:  Jaclyn Giovis and Frank Wolff 
Sponsors:  James and  Katherine Sharko 

Date:  September 8, 2012 
 

The Newlyweds:  Rebecca Mayer and Anastasios Stamatakos 
Sponsor:  Nick Grammas 
Date:  September 9, 2012 

OVER FIFTY CLUBéAnn Jonson 

We had a great turnout of 68 at our luncheon in August.  
Thank you to Steve Ververis of No. 2 Sons Enterprise in Mid-
dletown for a wonderful lunch.  We had Jeanne Rolfes of the 
Cincinnati Presentation Association give us a walking tour 
called Memories III.  It showed various sites in Cincinnati.  It 
was enjoyed by everyone. 
 

We have two new members, namely, Anthony and Antoin-
ette Caneris.  We are so happy they have joined.  Welcome! 
 

Our sympathy to Mike and Akrivi Haralamos on the passing 
ƻŦ !ƪǊƛǾƛΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ-in-law, Nicholas Xenos of Springfield.  May 
his memory be eternal.  Also, Ray Butcher passed away.  He 
was the husband of Ruth (Michaels).  They moved to Califor-
nia, where Peter (their son) lived.  Our sympathy to Ruth and 
family.  We lit a candle in his memory. 
 
Our next luncheon will be October 20 at church.   

Now that we are back in the swing of a new school year, both 
GOYA and JOY/HOPE expect a busy year ahead.  Over the 
summer, GOYA continued with informal meetings and 
events, including a pool party (thank you Frankenstein family 
for hosting!) and a canoeing trip in which the attendance was 
much higher than the water levels.  The GOYAns attendance 
was also very high for the car raffle; thank you to all who 
came for their once-again excellent help in serving the 
food.  GOYA will continue to meet this year every 2nd and 
4th Tuesday evening of the month.    
 
JOY/HOPE will make a change this year, meeting on the 4th 
Friday of each month rather than on Tuesday evenings.  We 
hope that this will offer more of the youth and families in the 
parish to participate!  We look forward to a great year! 

YOUTH MINISTRIESéFather Paul Truebenbach 
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