
 

 

A MEDITATION FOR CHRISTMAS  
By a Monk of the Eastern Church 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƴƻǿ Ǝƻ ŜǾŜƴ ǳƴǘƻ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
the lord hath made known unto usΩ ό[ǳƪŜ нΥмрύΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎΣ ǘƻƻΣ Ǝƻ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦ  Lƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ŎƭƛƳō ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛƭƭ Ψǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛƭƭǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƳŜǘƘ Ƴȅ ƘŜƭǇΩ (Psalm 121:1). Climbing up to Bethlehem, implies an effort; but shall we let such a great 
occasion slip by? 
 

ΨWƻǎŜǇƘ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΣ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΣ ƛƴǘƻ WǳŘŀŜŀΣ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΧǘƻ 
ōŜ ǘŀȄŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊȅ Ƙƛǎ ŜǎǇƻǳǎŜŘ ǿƛŦŜΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΧΩόLuke 2:4,5). It is no longer Caesar Augustus, but the King of 
kings who decrees that Ψŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀȄŜŘΧŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƛǘȅΩ (Luke 2:1, 3). Each person must declare 
sincerely which city he has chosen, to which group he allies himself.  Some will choose Rome; others Athens.  Shall I choose 
riches, or power, or intelligence? No.  Those cities are not for me.  I shall not even choose Jerusalem, the place where God 
manifests his glory.  During my earthly life, I wish to be a citizen of Bethlehem, and to have that humility and that poverty as 
my share; with Mary, with Joseph and with Jesus, I would like my name enrolled in the little town which may be despised or 
ignored by men, but is so great before God. 
 

Ψ.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƧƻȅΧǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΧŀ {ŀǾƛƻǊΧΩ (Luke 2:10, 11). The birth of Jesus at 
Bethlehem is not a far-distant historical event which is of no concern to me.  And, if it does concern me, it is not merely be-
cause I am a member of the great human collectivity.  The message of Christmas is not addressed to humanity in general; it is 
addressed to each person in particular.  It reads each soul in a way that is unique and exceptional.  This joy is announced to 
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Important  
Announcement 

 

The St. Nicholas 
 Dinner Dance  
scheduled for  

December 1st  has 
been cancelled.  

 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!  
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Jo-

seph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.  Then Joseph 

her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was 

minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an an-

ƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άWƻǎŜǇƘΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ 

to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And 

she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴǎΦέ So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet, saying: ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘΣ άDƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦέ Then Joseph, 

being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him 

his wife,  and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son.  And he called 

His name JESUS.  
 

(St. Matthew 1:18-25) 

 

 

Father Bill, Father Paul and the Parish Council extend the blessings 

and joy of the Christmas Season to all the members of our  

Holy Trinity -St. Nicholas family.  

 

Sunday, December 16th  
 

Our Sunday Church School 
will present their Annual  

Nativity Program. Join us in 
a celebration of  the birth of  

our Lord and Savior 
 Jesus Christ. 
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me in a different way than to any one else; it is to me and for me that Savior is born.  Let us recognize the Nativity of Christ as 
a very personal gift.  Let us receive this gift with faith and thankfulness. 

 

Ψ!ƴŘ ƭƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΣ ǿŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƛƭƭ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŀǎΩ (Matthew 2:9).  The Magi fol-
lowed the light which was given to them faithfully:  being obedient to this 
light, they were led by it to the child.  If I try to be faithful to the full meas-
ure of light that God has given me, if I have the courage to leave all to follow 
the star, if I decide to be true and obedient to my conscience (whatever may 
happen), and ready to ΨōŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘΧǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƭƛƎƘǘŜǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ (John 1: 7,9), the divine 
light will not fail, despite my ignorance, to lead meτnot in any abstract 
way, but through all the  concrete circumstances of life, and whenever it is 
neededτright up to the Child in whom I have placed all my hope. 

 

Ψ!ƴŘ ǎƘŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƻǊƴ ǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǎǿŀŘŘƭƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƛŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƎŜǊΤ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴΩ (Luke 2:7).  This birth in a manger declares that Jesus wants to be counted among the poor-
est, among the most humble; he will be found among the disinherited, the sick, the prisoners, the sinners.  I would rather be 
poor with Jesus than to be rich without Jesus.  I prefer to be in a cave with Jesus, Mary and Joseph than in the inn where 
there is not room for them.  Then, too, we must accept the fact that, for those who love Jesus, there is no place in the world.  
Ψ¢ƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ ƘŀǘƘ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΩ (Luke 9:58). 
 

Ψ!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳΤ ȅŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōŜ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǿŀŘŘƭƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΧΩ(Luke 2:12).  I seek a God and a 
Lord, and I find a tiny child.  The message of Christmas is a message of childhood;  Ψ±ŜǊƛƭȅ L ǎŀȅ ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ²ƘƻǎƻŜǾŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǿƛǎŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜƛƴΩ (Luke 18:17). God does not ask us to renounce the 
adult knowledge and discretion needed to accomplish earthly tasks, but, in our relations with him, he wants us to return to 
the trusting simplicity of a child. The child has faith in his father; he walks hand in hand with him; he knows that his father will 
lead him where he needs to go, he knows that his father will protect him, feed and shelter him; he allows himself to be led by 
his father, eyes shut, without the least anxiety. When he speaks to his father, he does not try to use any complicated formula, 
he says quite simply and affectionately what he wants to say.  And this is what the little child of Bethlehem symbolizes for us.  
CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳƛǘŀǘŜŘΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘƛch, 
although they are historical and transitory, also have an eternal reality; Christmas is a favorable time at which to honor the 
ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦ 
 

 Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊȅ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ƘƛƳΥ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǳƴǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƎƛŦǘǎΤ ƎƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀƴƪƛƴŎŜƴǎŜΣ ŀƴ ƳȅǊǊƘΩ (Matthew 2:11).  Like the Magi, we offer our 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΦ Lƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǿŜ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƎƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜignty 
over all riches and all created things, a sign also of our own detachment from earthly goods.  In spirit we offer incense, the 
sign of adoration, for Jesus is not only the king of the universe, he is our God.  We offer in spirit myrrh, the spice with which 
we honor in advance the death and burial of Jesus and through which too, is represented our own renunciation of bodily 
pleasures.  Lord Jesus, accept my offering. 
 

Ψ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘΣ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƴΧΩ (Luke 2:20). Lord Je-
sus, before we leave Bethlehem, or come to the end of this feast of the Nativity, allow us to see something of what the shep-
herds saw, to hear something of what they heard, and to receive in our hearts the message which is preaches to us from the 
manger. 
 

Ψ¸Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΩ (1Corinthians 12:27). The feast of Christmas is the feast of the mystical 
Body, for it is through the Incarnation that men have become members of Christ.  Whatever theological interpretation we 
give to this great scriptural and patristic affirmation of our incorporation into Christ, we must believe that with the Incarna-
tion, and ineffable unionτthat passes all understandingτbegan, in human flesh, between Jesus Christ and men.  Beyond the 
particular historical event which took place at Bethlehem and through which the Son of God took on a visible human body, 
another event took place that concerns the whole human race:  God, in becoming incarnate, in some way weds and assumes 

Continued on Page 4 
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human nature which we all share and creates between himself and us a relationship which, without its ever ceasing to be 
that the Creator and his creature, is also that between the body and its members.  There is union without confusion. Christ-
mas allows us to become most deeply conscious of what is our true nature¸ human nature, regenerated by Jesus Christ. 
 

Ψ!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΩ (John 1:14). These words summarize and express the feast of Christmas perfectly. If we give 
them their full meaning, we will understand that they do not only concern the mystery by which the Son and Word of the 
Father became man: this formula also carries an implication of a moral and practical order.  Our flesh is often a source of 
temptation and sin to us.  May the Word of God therefore become flesh in us, may it enter into our body.  May the power of 
this Word (for there can be no question of its being and Incarnation in substance) pass from the exterior to the interior, and 
so, into our bodies; then the law of the Spirit will prevail over the law of the flesh.  Christmas will have a true meaning for us 
only if our own flesh becomes transformed, changed and ruled by the Word made flesh. 

HOLY TRINITY-ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
7000 WINTON ROAD 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 45224 
 

 

The Feast of Our Father among the Saints 

NICHOLAS, ARCHBISHOP OF MYRA IN LYCIA,  
THE WONDERWORKER 
December 5 and 6, 2012 

Wednesday, December 5:  Great Vespers and Fellowship at 7:00 P.M. 
Thursday, December 6:  Matins and Divine Liturgy at 8:30 A.M.  

Continued from Page 3 
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The Jesus Storybook Bible 
Every Story Whispers His Name 

By Sally Lloyd-Jones 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ά{ǘƻǊȅέ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Bible.  And at the center of the Story, there is a baby, the Child upon whom everything would depend.  
CǊƻƳ bƻŀƘ ǘƻ aƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ YƛƴƎ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛǎǇŜǊǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƛƴ 
a puzzleτthe piece that makes all the other pieces fit together. 
 

This book is beautifully written and illustrated and invites children to discover for themselves that Jesus is at the center of 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴτand at the center of their story, too. 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ  
  
This book is available in our Parish Bookstore for $23.00. 

Changing of the guard and term-limits are concepts that have been readily embraced by the Orthodox Church 
as a way to encourage myriad perspectives and active participation in parish leadership for the many. Concep-
tually, this is a wonderful approach, but often falls a bit flat since many are not willing or able to serve. There 

are many, talented people with tremendous ideas who worship with us every Sunday, but seem unwilling to take the next 
step. Why? 
 

[ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦǳƴΦ CƻǊ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

go-forward approach and voice their disapproval of the chosen path. This is to be expected. This is what a democracy is in 

action. We live in a country where voicing an opinion is an unalienable ǊƛƎƘǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻǊŜ ǘŜƴŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ aŀƴȅ 

around the world cannot make a similar claim, and because of this, we shoulder great responsibility when we disagree. This 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǇŀǘƘ; 

ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΦ Lǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴtly 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ǿŜŜƪ-in, week-out. Passivity is an approach, but there 

are far more effective ways to have an impact. 
 

Over the past four years I believe our parish has grown. The growth (our vision) encompassed sustainability of our parish, 

financial security and the expansion of our Ministries. Financial stewardship has grown each of the last three years. While we 

have not become a total stewardship parish, we endeavor in the right direction. The Endowment fund is halfway toward its 

minimum stated goal, a tremendous improvement in less than a year. Cash flow is solid as God has blessed us with wonderful 

leadership and weather during the past four Panegyris. Our current renovation building debt will be paid off before the end 

of next year. We have a Parish Administrator in place who is a wonderful advocate for the Church and who is an invaluable 

asset in its day-to-day management. We are hiring a Lay-Assistant to further expand our ministries. This will engage more of 

our parishioners and call even more people to our doors. Our community outreach, through the burgeoning Good Shepherd 

Pantry and our adoption of families during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, shows our neighbors who we really are.  

Forward progress; step by step. Big picture vision. 
 

We stride forward and are in a better place. We need to accelerate the momentum. We need your ideas, energy, help and 

involvement. Many are called. Unfortunately few answer. Will you? 

Parish Council President's Message  
by Chris Chryssovergis 
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We hope everyone enjoyed a nice Thanksgiving holiday with 
family and friends.  We enjoyed working with Maids of 
Athena and everyone who volunteered to put meals together 
for the food pantry and families this year.  
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in Outreach Sunday. 
The Chili Cook Off was also held, and was met with great en-
thusiasm from all participants and organizations.  We are 
grateful to everyone who prepared chili for this event and by 
doing so, helped to continue the message of Outreach and 
fellowship throughout the coffee hour. Winners are as fol-
lows:  Best Cincinnati Style: Dena Naser, Best Southwest: 
Carol Stefanopoulos, Best Vegetarian: Cara Chryssovergis, 
Best Miscellaneous: Wŀȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ άIƛŎƪƻǊȅ {ƳƻƪŜŘ Dƻŀǘ 
aŜŀǘέ ŎƘƛƭƛ, Best White Chicken Chili: Nick Georgiton, Best 
Overall:  tŜǘŜ wƻŘƛǎƘ άDȅǊƻέ ǎǘȅƭŜ, and the tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ 
award went also to tŜǘŜ wƻŘƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άDȅǊƻέ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŎƘƛƭƛ!  
Our judges this year were Ianthe Schulte, Georgianne Gaz, 
and Elaine Snyder.  Peter Aamodt had planned to judge, but 
was detained.  Thank you everyone!  
 

hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tŜǘǘƛŎƻŀǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ {ǳƴŘŀȅ bƻǾŜƳπ
ber 11, and was a great success.  Items were taken to the 
local Kiwanis chapter where they are collected by the military 
for distribution. Thank you to everyone who so generously 
donated items that may not be readily available to our fe-
ƳŀƭŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ !ƴƴ Wƻƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ hǾŜǊ рлΩǎ ŀƴŘ aŜƭπ
ƻŘȅ 5ŀǊƎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƻŦ tŜƴŜƭƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ 
with us for this collection effort. 
 

hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ά/ƻŀǘǎ ϧ vǳƛƭǘǎέ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǇǊƻπ
gress.  It will end in mid-December, but you still have time to 
donate a warm coat or quilt for those less fortunate.  Please 
place your item in a plastic bag and place it in the box at 
church.  Items will be taken to the City Gospel Mission this 
year.   
 

hǳǊ άDine Inn & Help Outέ ōǳŦŦŜǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
held here at church on December 11 at 6:30 p.m. Menu is 
posted in our bulletin board here at church. Price per person 
is $25 which includes cocktails and dessert.  We are due to 
give a count to the caterer right about now, so if you have 
not made your reservation with payment, please see Diane 
Kevin, Georgianne Gaz, or Melanie McNulty so you may be 
included. Please bring an item for the food pantry and place 
it under the tree!   
 

Sweet Treats from the Greeks is finally here!  Our members 
and friends have been baking for several weeks and prepara-
tions for the sale are underway.  The sale begins Friday, De-

cember 7 at 10:00 a.m. and will continue through Sunday, 
December 9.  Please remember our sale to family and 
friends, and visit us here at church for a delicious selection of 
pastries for the holidays.   
 

Philoptochos will host the reception following St. Nicholas 
Vespers on Wednesday, December 5 at 7:00 p.m.  Please see 
Melanie McNulty, Georgianne Gaz, or Dede Humbert with 
your food item or dessert that you would like to bring.   
 

A very Merry Christmas to everyone! 

Outreach Sunday  
Annual Chili Cook Off  

The Judges - Ianthe Schulte, Elaine Snyder  
and Georgianne Gaz  

The Winners with Fr. Bill & Fr. Paul - Nick Georgiton, 
Carol Stefanopoulos, Jay Williams, Pete Rodish.  
Not Pictured: Dena Naser & Cara Chryssovergis  


