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Metropolitan Dionysios of Kozani, Greece 
THE DIVINE LITURGY: THE CHERUBIC HYMN 

“We who mystically represent the Cherubim sing the Thrice-holy hymn to the life-giving Trinity. Let us now set aside 
all earthly cares that we may receive the King of all, invisibly escorted in by Angelic hosts.  Alleluia.” 

 
The Cherubic Hymn is, let us say, one of the most solemn hymns of the Divine Liturgy.  It is called thus, as are the other 
hymns of the Church, from the first words with which it begins: “We who mystically represent the Cherubim...” A 
Byzantine exegete of the Divine Liturgy write the following about the Cherubic Hymn: “The chanted Cherubic Hymn 
urges all the Faithful in the congregation, from this moment to the end of the Service, to have their minds 
concentrated on the Service and away from the cares of life, because they will soon receive the great King through the 
Holy Communion”.  And another exegete adds:  “As the Chanters with the congregation chant this hymn, it is 
understood that the Angels are also singing in Heaven”. 
 
When previously we spoke about the Minor or Lesser Entrance, we emphasized that in the Divine Liturgy we pray and 
we sing with the heavenly Powers.  At that time we asked:  “Grant that the holy Angels may enter with us so that 
together we may serve and glorify Your goodness”.  And now with the Angels we celebrate the Divine Liturgy that at 
the same time is being celebrated in Heaven.  Because as St. Symeon the Bishop of Thessaloniki writes:  “Through Jesus 
Christ the Church becomes one with Angels and men”.  We always say this, and many hear this as something strange, 
that is, that Jesus Christ did not establish any religion and even the Church.  The Church existed before the creation of 
the world and before Jesus Christ was born as man in the Church, and His work was that He made known to the world 
the Mystery of the Church and as St. Symeon writes:  “He united Heaven and earth into one Church”. 
 
The Cherubic Hymn is not a hymn of the early Church.  It began to be sung at this time and place in the Divine Liturgy 
some five hundred years later, as an introductory hymn as we approach and arrive at the threshold of the great 
moments of the divine Mystery.  All that has been said up to this point in the holy Service constitutes the beginning and 
the gradual preparation, and now we have arrived to the last moment.  The Cherubic Hymn brings to mind what we now 
are, what we are doing at this moment, and how and with what thoughts we should have as we stand in the holy House 
and in the liturgical gathering. We represent mystically the Angels and we also sing as they do to the Holy Trinity, the 
Thrice-Holy Hymn.  That is why we should abandon every thought and care of the world, so as to receive Christ the King, 
who comes with His honorary escorts, the invisible Hosts. 
 
In place of the Cherubic Hymns, there are three other hymns that are chanted in the Divine Liturgy on certain other 
occasions.  First is the hymn that we sing during the Pre-sanctified Liturgy in place of the Cherubic Hymn: “Now, the 
Powers of Heaven invisibly worship with us.  For behold, the King of glory is coming in.  Behold the completed Sacrifice 
in procession.  Let us approach with faith and longing that we may become partakers of life everlasting. Alleluia”. 
That which we sing in this hymn is a holy reality.  Within the holy Chalice already is the real Body and Blood of the Lord, 
“the King of glory”.  But the same is not the case when we chant the Cherubic Hymn, when we sing:  “Let us now lay 
aside all earthly cares that we may receive the King of all”.  In that instance, we do not attribute the title of king to the 



bread and wine, that will be consecrated later, for they are not as yet the Body and Blood of Christ, but we render honor 
to the King whom we shall receive later “through the communion of His holy Body”. 
 
A second hymn is chanted in place of the Cherubic Hymn in the Liturgy of Holy Thursday:  “Of the Mystical Supper, O 
Son of God, receive me today, as a communicant for I will not speak of the Mystery to Your enemies, neither, like 
Judas will I give You a kiss, but like the thief will I confess You:  Remember me, O Lord, in the Your Kingdom”.  As we 
see this hymn is referring to the betrayal of Jesus by Judas at the Last Supper of our Lord with His Disciples, and to the 
confession of the thief on the Cross.  It is a representative hymn of Holy Thursday, when Jesus Christ instituted the 
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, and the Church, as of the beginning of a cycle for the entire year begins to perform the 
bloodless Sacrifice.  This is an ancient hymn from the era of persecutions when the Church was protecting Herself from 
Her enemies, and did not celebrate the Divine Liturgy openly and publicly. 
 
A third hymn chanted in place of the Cherubic Hymn is the poetic hymn that is sung on Holy Saturday morning.  It is the 
hymn that expresses the deep mystery of the silence before and the expectation of the Resurrection:  “Let all mortal 
flesh keep silence in fear and trembling stand, pondering nothing earthly-minded.  For the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords comes forth to the Faithful.  Before Him go ranks of Angels, with the Principalities and Powers, the many-eyed 
Cherubim and the six-winged Seraphim covering their faces and chanting their hymn.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  Alleluia”.  
This hymn is among the most sacred hymns of the Church, in true sacred poetic language, that if we tried, we could not 
paraphrase it, with the pretext to understand it and it would be a pity to do so.  This should to be a reason to destroy 
every good thing that exists. 
 
The Cherubic Hymn is sung majestically and in a slow rhythm that is fitting for the solemnity of the hymn, but also to 
allow the necessary time for the Priest to make all preparations…Generally speaking we must not be very pleased with 
the manner in which the Cherubic Hymn is chanted by the Cantors or by the various Choirs. It often happens here that 
the psalmody loses it sacred character and becomes either a theatrical song or even a Turkish plaintive melody…In the 
books of Byzantine  music there are numerous renderings of the Cherubic Hymn, and certainly made by recent writers.  
And someone may try in vain to interpret with some meaning and some new technical form.  We do not know how 
precisely it was chanted in the good years of Byzantium, nor do we have any indication of how this music developed in 
the hundreds of pages in the musical collections, and what this music was in earlier times.  However, all these renderings 
of the Cherubic Hymn bear the names of men who lived over two hundred years ago, and as such very few are suitable 
to be chanted in the Divine Liturgy, when the Faithful sing with the Angels and urge each other to:  “Let us now set aside 
all earthly cares, that we may receive the King of all”. 
 
 (Translated by Father George Dimopoulos) 

 

TRANSITIONS 
 
BAPTISMS: 
 
The New Christian:  Ramona Anca 
The Parents:  Adrian and Monica Miron 
The Sponsor:  Luminita Velea 
Date:   May 24, 2008 
 
The New Christian: Thomas Alexander 
Parents:  Nicholas and Monica (Knecht) Elias 
The Sponsor:  Thomas Elias 
Date:   May 25, 2008 
 
The New Christian: Karly Ann 
The Parents:  Paul A. and Danita (Griffitts) Jonson 
The Sponsors:  Spencer C. and Katherine Ann Jonson 
Date:   June 1, 2008 



 
The New Christian: Elliana Marie 
The Parents:  Luke and Dacia (Ludwick) Snider 
The Sponsors:  David Love and Leah Engelkamp 
Date:   June 7, 2008 
 
The New Christian: James (Demetrios) 
The Parents:  Christopher and Katrina (Traiforos) Nay 
The Sponsors:  James and Christina Traiforos 
Date:   June 7, 2008 
 
The New Christian: Eleni Stephanie 
The Parents:  George and Aliza (Cundiff) Zagorianos 
The Sponsors:  Kristos and Katherine Zagorianos 
Date:   June 14, 2008 
 
The New Christian: Theodore Thomas 
The Parents:  Nicholas and Denise (Skingle) McKay 
The Sponsor:  Diane Kevin 
Date:   June 21, 2008 
 
The New Christian: Ethan (Athanasios) 
The Parents:  Eric and Stacey (Bikas) Moeves 
The Sponsors:  Paul C. and Cheryl Jonson 
Date:   June 22, 2008 
 
The New Christian: Jonathan 
The Parents:  Farah George and Olivia (Rabba) Ghazala 
The Sponsors:  George Ghazala and Maha Kassis 
Date:   June 29, 2008 
 
CHRISMATION:  Nicholas McKay was welcomed into the Orthodox Faith by the Sacrament of Holy Chrismation on June 
21, 2008.  His Sponsor is Dean Haralamos. 
 
 
WEDDINGS: 
 
The Newlyweds: Hamilton Ernest Gonzalez and Katherine Ann Loizos 
Sponsors:  Marianne Roney and Joan Sofis 
Date:   May 31, 2008 
 
FUNERALS: 
 
Mary V. (Nikias) Steele, age 78, on June 12, 2008. 
Ioannis Economakis, age 78, on June 13, 2008. 
Helen Katherine Sibul, age 57, on June 23, 2008. 
 
 

PARISH PEOPLE 
 

THE FREEMAN, KYRIOS AND TRIVETT FAMILIES would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers and 
kindness during the recent passing of William Freeman.  Through this love and support, our families are able 
to find peace and comfort.  May God grant strength to all of us.  



Industrial Designer and Artist, DEMETRIUS ROMANOS, was recently part of a two person exhibition of artwork 
in New York City. The opening was on Saturday, June 7th and featured 10 mixed media pieces which are a 
departure from his more common medium of painting. The work will be on display through the month of June, 
so if you’re in New York, stop by and have a look. For more information please visit: 
http://atelier-romanos.blogspot.com/2008/06/grounded-collage-pieces.html 
 
ANASTASIA (TASOULA) MIKONIATI of Xanthi, Greece, the mother of Betsy Pascal, passed away May 26, 2008. 

Many people had the pleasure of meeting her when she was visiting Cincinnati. Betsy and her family would 

like to thank everyone for the sympathy cards, calls and visits. We appreciate everyone’s love and respect for 

our mother and family.  

JOHN AND JERI MARRONE are pleased to announce the engagement of their son JOHN to Tai Lunsford of 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

PHILOPTOCHOS 

The first meeting of the Ladies Philoptochos Society will be on Tuesday, September 2. Our meeting will begin 
at 6:00 p.m. (Please note time change for this meeting) and members will be served dinner and dessert by the 
Board. We will also be showering our church's Administrative Assistant Pana Gregg before the birth of her 
baby daughter at this meeting. Please join us to kick off our New Year and learn of the events and activities 
that have been planned. 
 

SCS PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
 

During our SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL AWARDS SUNDAY this past May we honored the following students for 
their efforts in faithfully attending their classes throughout the year.  For missing only two lessons we 
recognized Julia Love, Alexa Chryssovergis and Leah Loukoumidis.  The students having only one absence are 
Cassia Chryssovergis, Sophia Chryssovergis, Theo Maris, Peter Maris, George Valcarcel, Michael Valcarcel, Zoe 
Proffitt and Maria Proffitt.  Our students with perfect attendance are Lydia Loukoumidis, Eli Kapourales, Evan 
Kapourales, Peter Kapourales, and Tommy Proffitt.  We congratulate each of these students for their 
participation and achievement and we encourage all our students to have regular attendance throughout the 
school year. 
 

GOYA NEWS 
 
OUR 2009 GOYA MINISTRY TEAM has been assembled.  The members of the Team are: Father Ciprian 
Streza—Spiritual Advisor;  Cindy Nicholas – Communications and Outreach Advisor; Chris Anne Gaier – 
Financial Advisor; Tammy Frantzis – Events Advisor; Terry Stroplos – Fellowship Advisor. 
 
At our May 27, 2008 GOYA meeting we elected our new Officers for 2008-2009.  The GOYA Officers are:  
President: Lydia Kellaris; Vice-President: Gus Nicholas; Recording Secretary: Gabriella Stroplos; Corresponding 
Secretary: Stephen Humbert; Treasurer: Ray Gaier; Outreach Coordinators: Theo Frantzis and Calliope 
Charnas; Media Coordinators: Zach Nicholas and Thomas Vidas; Performing Arts Coordinators: Michael Fritz 
and Samantha Frantzis.  
 
We pray that God will grant them a prosperous and spiritually beneficial year. 

http://atelier-romanos.blogspot.com/2008/06/grounded-collage-pieces.html


AHEPA NEWS 

 
At the AHEPA Liberty Chapter Meeting in May, the membership elected the following officers for 2008-2009:  
George Kalemanis, President; Andy Stefanopoulos, Vice-President; Peter John Seitanakis, Treasurer; Mark 
Zigoris, Secretary; Nick Klousiadis, Assistant Secretary, and Nicholas Parthenakis, Chairman of the Board of 
Governors. 
 
The Chapter approved our annual donation of $1,000 to our Church and other donations to several charities 
which will be distributed between September ‘08 and May ’09. 
 
Nicholas Bikas was the winner of a $500 scholarship given by the AHEPA Chapter on Church Scholarship 
Sunday in May. 
 
The Buckeye Scholarship Foundation on AHEPA District 11 awarded the following scholarships:  Christina 
Geovanes Scholarship to Nicholas Bikas, Anestis and Janeen Condorodis Scholarship to Elizabeth Pastrimas and 
Kalli Statheros Scholarship to Matina Trivett. 
 
Our Chapter is embarking on its annual fundraiser, the AHEPA 100 Raffle.  Members will be selling tickets 
between now and December 7, which is the date for the drawing. Every 10th ticket drawn will win $100; the 
third prize is $500; the second prize is $1,000, and the grand prize is $3,000.  Please see any AHEPA member 
for tickets. 
 
 

OVER FIFTY CLUB 
 

At our luncheon on May 17, we had a delicious lamb luncheon.  We celebrated many birthdays and 
anniversaries for May and June.  At this luncheon, we welcomed Peggy James.  She is our newest member.  
We hope that she will attend often.  Also, we welcomed Belinda Kazmark, who is Bill and Bess’ daughter from 
California.  It was very nice to see her.  It’s been a long time. 
 
Thank you to Koula Alex for the ice cream, Gari Franklin for the bread, Diane Karampas for the two cakes, Tina 
Petropoulos for donating the wine, Elaine Snyder for the cheesecake, and Mary Trohanis for the cake in honor 
of her birthday.  Congratulations to Mary on turning “85” on May 5.  Congratulations to John and Helen Ghizas 
on their 55th wedding anniversary and thank you for your donation to the club. 
 
Congratulations to Mary J. Christos on the birth of her first great- grandchild.  Josh and Allison had a baby boy 
on May 7th.  They named him Maxwell William.  Josh is the son of Cathy Nadaud who is now a yiayia.  Cathy, 
as you know is Mary’s daughter.  Congratulations to Bill and Bess Chaldekas on the birth of their second great-
granddaughter, Beatrice.   
 
Our sympathy to Irini Kyrios and Matina and Michael Trivett on the death of William Freeman.  He was the 
son-in-law of Irini Kyrios and brother-in-law of Matina and Michael.  He leaves his wife, Maria (Kyrios) and 
three children.  He passed away in May at the age of only 41 years old.  Our sympathy to Sophia and Petros 
Rombis and family on the passing of Sophia’s brother in Greece who was only 69.  Our sympathy to Zoe and 
John Prasinos on the passing of their brother-in-law (Zoe’s sister’s husband).  Also, our sympathy to Betsy 
Pascal, whose mother passed away in Greece in May.  May they all rest in peace. 
 



This past June, Helen Sibul, daughter of Ann Sibul, fought a hard battle for three weeks in the hospital.  My 
good friend, passed away suddenly on June 20.  She was truly a remarkable young lady and always positive 
about everything.  I know that she loved her mother dearly.  Besides her mother, she leaves her sister Danka 
and a nephew and niece and two great nephews.  She will be deeply missed and never be forgotten by so 
many friends.  We lit a candle in her memory.  May she rest in peace.  Our prayers are with Ann. 
 
Mary J. Christos had a hip replacement and is at home recuperating.  Mary Pascal was in the hospital but is 
recovering at home.  Sophie Guethlein was in the hospital and we wish her a speedy recovery.  We wish them 
all good health.   
 
At our luncheon on July 19, we had our annual picnic with lots of good stuff.  Thank you to all who brought 
something. 
 
Thank you to Jinny Balli for the cake and to Chris Morris for the ice cream in honor of Jinny’s birthday.  Also, 
thank you to Evridiki Vidas for donating the wine.  And, thank you to anyone else who donated something but 
I may not have known since this article was turned in on July 6.  I will put it in next month. 
 
We will have a caterer at our next luncheon on August 16. 
 

AUGUST 2008 A¢ ! D[!b/9Χ 
Friday, 1. The Dormition Fast begins.  7:00 p.m. Paraclesis. 

Saturday, 2. 9:00 a.m.  Pre-Cana Seminar. 

Monday, 4. Seven Sleepers of Ephesus.  7:00 p.m. Paraclesis. 

Wednesday, 6. THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD. 8:30 a.m.  Matins and Divine Liturgy.  7:00 p.m. Paraclesis. 

Friday, 8. Myron the Wonderworker.  7:00 p.m.  Paraclesis. 

Monday, 11. Archdeacon Euplus. 7:00 p.m. Paraclesis. 

Wednesday, 13. Apodosis of the Transfiguration.  7:00 p.m.  Paraclesis. 

Thursday, 14. Forefeast of the Dormition.   7:00 p.m. Great Vespers at Louisville, KY and Springfield, OH. 

Friday, 15. THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS.  8:30 a.m.  Matins and Divine Liturgy. 

August 16. 12:00 p.m.  Over 50s Luncheon and Meeting. 

Thursday, 21. 7:00 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting. 

Sunday, 24. PANEGYRI WRAP-UP MEETING AFTER CHURCH. 

Friday, 29. THE BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST.  8:30 a.m.  Matins and Divine Liturgy (Day of Strict Fast). 

Sunday, 31. 2:00 p.m.  ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC AT STRICKER’S GROVE. 
 

  

PANEGYRI WRAP UP MEETING 

The PANEGYRI Chairmen and Parish Council would like to invite all parishioners to a PANEGYRI wrap up meeting on 
August 24, 2008. The meeting will take place in the gym immediately following Divine Liturgy and will cover final 
revenue information for this year’s festival along with some discussion on the overall success of the event. We are 
asking all chairpersons and interested parishioners to bring their notes to the meeting. We would like all suggestions in 
writing so that they can be reviewed by the PANEGYRI Committee.  This is an opportunity for everyone to have a voice 
about how we run the 2009 festival. We want to capitalize on our success this year and learn from our mistakes, but we 
need your input.  Please do not miss this opportunity. Thank you to all who participated and volunteered your time this 
year, and hoping that we will see many more of you take part for the 2009 PANEGYRI.  

 



COUPLES THROUGH CHANGE by Father Ciprian Streza  

 

“This is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom you have sent.” (John 
17:3) In this concise definition, Saint John associates eternal life with the act of knowing God, which becomes 
both a goal and a life-long process.  In the marital context, the spouses become partners in this movement 
toward God and in this journey they grow closer to each other.  However, marriage is more than a common 
path; it is a revelation of the Kingdom of Heaven, a sacramental union sustained by the Holy Spirit.  The 
continued presence of the Holy Spirit transfigures the couple, changing the human emotions into charismatic 
love.  “Within this transformative mystery, we find our fulfillment as husband and wife as we become one in 
Christ and love with Christ-like love.” (Mamalakis, “The Spiritual Life and How to be Married in It”) 
 
In the Holy Sacrament of Wedding, a spiritual triangle is formed between God, the husband and wife and it 
becomes the bond, within which the individuals are permanently transformed. In this theanthropic realm, one 
finds the fulfillment of relation with God, his spouse and himself.   
 
Man was created in the image of God, therefore he is a relational being.  We cannot build and maintain a 
selfish, exclusivist relationship with God.  We are being saved by and through our neighbors. (Gal. 15:14) This 
notion gains a more profound meaning in the context of Marriage, because of the most intimate unity 
between husband and wife.  Therefore, marriage becomes the ground for the salvation of the spouses.  This 
also means that, to a certain degree we bear the responsibility for our spouse’s salvation and our vocation is 
to be the strength, guidance and aid in the spiritual struggles.  Both the husband and wife are called to 
minister to each other for mutual spiritual benefit.  It is a learning process to acquire and let the Holy Spirit 
shine within the marital bond.   
 
If one should ask what the most intimate act within marriage is, the common answer might be human 
intimacy manifested sexually.  While physical intimacy provides physical and emotional closure within the 
couple, coming together in prayer involves both body and soul and connects the couple at a much more 
profound level, as it involves the highest level of honesty, vulnerability and intimacy. Also, sharing a common 
and open spiritual life provides an ideal context, in which the members of the couple can discuss and identify 
the habits and behaviors that prevent them from perfect, divine love.  This kind of attitude also helps a couple 
keep their focus on the kingdom of Heaven, according to the words of Saint Matthew: “But seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matt. 6:33) 
 
In the movement toward God, the couple also grows closer and makes the sacramental union manifest in their 
everyday life.  The grace of the Holy Spirit “transfigures human love into a new reality of heavenly 
origin…nothing short of the Kingdom of Heaven.” (Stephanos Charalambides, “Marriage in the Orthodox 
Church”) An imagery that best describes the dynamics of a marriage is of a river, whose flow is never ending 
and the waters are never the same.  Some parts are rapid and frothy, some are calm and clear; with every 
turn, the river grows deeper and greater.  Just like a river, a marriage knows times of stress and struggles, 
times of calm and stillness, but as years pass by, the couple grows closer and their relationship deepens.  The 
key to maintaining the unity of the couple is always to negotiate any outside encounters from the perspective 
of the marital union.  
 
Any stress factors (tragic events, negative influences, financial or parental problems) are not inherently bad or 
good. How the couple reacts to them determines their effect on marriage.  The encounter with stress has 
three stages: first, the occurrence of stress can be sudden or underlying and subtle.  Once it happens, the 
stress triggers the family resources (both emotional and spiritual.)  The couple, according to its resources 
generates a coping system, which will determine the third stage, which is the way the stressor is defined and 



approached and ultimately resolved.  With every struggle the couple overcomes, they grow stronger and they 
can face more difficult challenges. 
 
The lack of a mature understanding of love and marriage can be detrimental and even fatal to any 
relationship.  Too often, people enter the marriage looking to have their personal needs met by the other and 
the personal satisfaction becomes the focal point.  The feeling of warmth and personal accomplishment 
becomes the measure for the level of marital success.  The consequence of such an attitude is that they 
become the goals of marriage rather than the outcome of a selfless love, focused on God and the spouse.  
Marriage is, indeed the place for personal fulfillment, but not in an egocentric, individualistic manner, but 
rather in a Christ-like way: selfless, loving and sacrificial. 
 
Because the marital sacramental context is the place of spiritual growth, it is also the place for perusing a 
virtuous life, based on Christian precepts.  Hence, the goal of marriage is not self-gratification, or even 
personal happiness, but salvation, union with Christ, perfection in love.  True love, which is our ultimate 
vocation, is in ascetic in its self-sacrificial orientation.  It is a denial of our natural desire to use our spouse to 
meet our needs; it is self-giving, a surrender of the fleshly desires to the divine.  However, “ascetism is not 
about being miserable, but about being filled with the joy of self-sacrificial love.” 
 
We are permanently called to grow toward perfect communion with God, our spouses and our selves.  It is a 
process, a constant self-denial and it requires personal effort and discipline.  We do not love perfectly, but we 
learn how to love in a Christ-like manner.  This is only possible in the sacramental dimension of marriage, as 
that is the revelation of the Kingdom of Heaven.  As such, it is sustained by the Holy Spirit and is a vehicle of 
the Holy Spirit, therefore it constantly renews and transfigures our imperfect love.  
 

͈ɯ͍͈͓͓͋͐͊͊ɯ͔͈͓ɯ͉͔͕͆͐͐͋͐ 

Όταν ιλκε θ ςτιγμι του τζλουσ τθσ επίγειασ ηωισ τθσ Θεοτόκου, άγγελοσ Κυρίου τθσ το μετζφερε 
τρεισ θμζρεσ πριν. Η χαρά τθσ Παναγίασ ιταν πολφ μεγάλθ διότι κα πιγαινε να ςυναντιςει τον Υιό 
τθσ και Θεό τθσ. Αφοφ λοιπόν πιγε και προςευχικθκε ςτο όροσ των Ελαιϊν, γφριςε ςτο ςπίτι του 
Ιωάννθ και ζκανε γνωςτι τθν κοίμθςι τθσ. Μάλιςτα θ παράδοςθ αναφζρει ότι λίγο πριν τθν κοίμθςι 
τθσ, οι Απόςτολοι ποφ δεν ιταν όλοι ςτα Ιεροςόλυμα, με καυμαςτό τρόπο μεταφζρκθκαν όλοι δίπλα 
τθσ. Όταν εκοιμικθ θ Παναγία, με ψαλμοφσ και φμνουσ τθν τοποκζτθςαν ςτο μνιμα τθσ 
Γεςκθμανισ. Ανοίγοντασ δε το μνιμα μετά από τρεισ θμζρεσ, ζκπλθκτοι είδαν ότι θ Παρκζνοσ 
Μαρία, αναςτικθκε ςωματικά και ανελιφκθ ςτουσ ουρανοφσ. 
  
ɮˉˇ˂ˎˍʾˁʽˇΦ ɷ˔ˇˌ ʰΩΦ 
 
Εν τθ γεννιςει τθν παρκενίαν εφφλαξασ, εν τθ κοιμιςει τον κόςμον ου κατζλιπεσ Θεοτόκε, μετζςτθσ 
προσ τθν ηωιν, Μιτθρ υπάρχουςα τθσ ηωισ, και ταισ πρεςβείαισ ταισ ςαισ λυτρουμζνθ, εκ κανάτου 
τασ ψυχάσ θμϊν. 
  
ɼˇ˄ˍʱˁʽˇ˄Φ ɷ˔ˇˌ ˉ˂Φ ʲΩΦ ɮˎˍˈ˃ʶ˂ˇ˄Φ 
 
Τθν εν πρεςβείαισ ακοίμθτον Θεοτόκον, και προςταςίαισ αμετάκετον ελπίδα, τάφοσ και νζκρωςισ 
ουκ εκράτθςεν, ωσ γαρ ηωισ Μθτζρα, προσ τθν ηωιν μετζςτθςεν, ο μιτραν οικιςασ αειπάρκενον. 



ORTHODOXY 101: An Introduction to the Orthodox Church 
September 10 - November 19, 2008. 

 
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. In the Small Banquet Hall  
Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, 

7000 Winton Road, Cincinnati, OH 45224 
Instructor:  Father William Cassis 

 
Sept. 10. What is the Orthodox Church? 
 
Sept. 17. The Foundation of the Orthodox Faith. Special Study: The Sign of the Cross. 
 The Holy Trinity.  Special Study:  The Trinity in the Old Testament. 
 
Sept. 24. Orthodoxy and Creation.  Special Study:  Creation and Evolution. 
 The Fall of Man. Special Study:  Passions and Sins. 
 
Oct.    1. The Promised Messiah. Special Study:  Typology 
 The Incarnation. Special Study:  Icon of the Invisible God. 
 Man’s “YES” to God.  Special Study:  Praying with the Theotokos and the Saints. 
 
Oct.  8. The Teachings of Christ.  Special Study:  A Saving Humility. 
 Love Stronger than Death.  Special Study:  Great and Holy Week and Pascha. 
 
Oct. 15. The Church. Her Birth and Mission. 
 Structure of the Church.  Special Study: The Ecumenical Synods. 
 
Oct. 22. Holy Baptism. Special Study:  The Sacrament of Confession.  
 Holy Chrismation.  The Seal of the Gift of the Holy Spirit. Special Study: Fruits of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Oct. 29. The Mystical Supper.  Preparation and Participation.  Special Study:  Communion of the Saints. 
 The Praying Church. Special Study:  Prayer, Fasting, and Vigilance. 
 
Nov.  5. The Mystery of Love.  Special Study:  God and Gender. 
                                                        Special Study:  Divorce; Abortion; Contraception; Reproductive Ethics.   
                                           
Nov. 12. Monasteries, Monks and Nuns. Special Study:  The Holy Mountain.  Monasteries in America? 
 
Nov. 19. The Last Things. 
 The Lord’s Return.  Special Study: Heaven and Hell. 
 

If you plan to attend please call the Church Office @ (513) 591-0030. 
 



THE DORMITION OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY THE THEOTOKOS AND 
EVER VIRGIN MARY: AUGUST 15 

Concerning the Dormition of the Theotokos, this is what the Church has received from ancient times from the 

tradition of the Fathers. When the time drew nigh that our Savior was well-pleased to take His Mother to 

Himself, He declared unto her through an Angel that three days hence, He would translate her from this 

temporal life to eternity and bliss. On hearing this, she went up with haste to the Mount of Olives, where she 

prayed continuously. Giving thanks to God, she returned to her house and prepared whatever was necessary 

for her burial. While these things were taking place, clouds caught up the Apostles from the ends of the earth, 

where each one happened to be preaching, and brought them at once to the house of the Mother of God, 

who informed them of the cause of their sudden gathering. As a mother, she consoled them in their affliction 

as was meet, and then raised her hands to Heaven and prayed for the peace of the world. She blessed the 

Apostles, and, reclining upon her bed with seemliness, gave up her all-holy spirit into the hands of her Son and 

God. 

With reverence and many lights, and chanting burial hymns, the Apostles took up that God-receiving body and 

brought it to the sepulchre, while the Angels from Heaven chanted with them, and sent forth her who is 

higher than the Cherubim. But one Jew, moved by malice, audaciously stretched forth his hand upon the bed 

and immediately received from divine judgment the wages of his audacity. Those daring hands were severed 

by an invisible blow. But when he repented and asked forgiveness, his hands were restored. When they had 

reached the place called Gethsemane, they buried there with honor the all-immaculate body of the 

Theotokos, which was the source of Life. But on the third day after the burial, when they were eating 

together, and raised up the artos (bread) in Jesus' Name, as was their custom, the Theotokos appeared in the 

air, saying "Rejoice" to them. From this they learned concerning the bodily translation of the Theotokos into 

the Heavens. 

These things have the Church received from the traditions of the Fathers, who have composed many hymns 

out of reverence, to the glory of the Mother of our God. 

Apolytikion in the First Tone 

 

In birth, you preserved your virginity; in death, you did not abandon the world, O Theotokos. As mother of life, 

you departed to the source of life, delivering our souls from death by your intercessions. 

Kontakion in the Second Tone 

Neither the grave nor death could contain the Theotokos, the unshakable hope, ever vigilant in intercession 

and protection. As Mother of life, He who dwelt in the ever-virginal womb transposed her to life. 

 



HOLY TRINITY -ST. NICHOLAS 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH  
7000 Winton Road 

Cincinnati, Ohio  45224 

 

ñA Parish of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of 

Detroit (His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas) and 

the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America (His 

Eminence Archbishop Demetrios) under the 

Spiritual Jurisdiction of the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate of Constantinople (Patriarch 
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CLERGY  
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OFFICE HOURS: 
The Church Office is open Monday through Friday 

from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

The Office is closed on Saturdays and Sundays. 

HOURS OF WORSHIP: 
Sundays:  8:30 a.m.  Matins. 

                  9:30 a.m.  Divine Liturgy. 

Feastdays:  8:30 a.m. Matins. 

                    9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy. 

 

THE VOICE  

THE VOICE  is the official monthly newsletter of   

our Parish.  Our mission is to reach out to all 

members of the Community by providing: 

information on the religious, spiritual and cultural 

life of our Parish; news on the accomplishments of 

Parish members and organizations; and editorial 

points of view.  The deadline for submitting news to 

THE VOICE is the first Sunday of the month prior 

to publication.  Submissions can be dropped off or 

mailed to the Church Office or e-mailed to us at 

gopriest@cinci.rr.com. or hchurch2@cinci.rr.com.  
 

Please visit us on the web at 

www.holytrinity.oh.goarch.org  
 

The Archdiocese website is 

www.goarch.org 
 

E-mail ADDRESSES 
Fr. Bill: gopriest@cinci.rr.com 

Fr. Ciprian:  frciprian@cinci.rr.com  

Pana Gregg: hchurch2@cinci.rr.com 

Chris Jonson: ccjonson@cinci.rr.com 

 

LEADERSHIP:  
Chanters: Louis Kapourales; Anastasios Ioannides. 

Choir:   Janice Kellaris, Director 

Sunday Church School: Cara Chryssovergis, 

Director; Amy Batsakes, Associate Director. 

Greek School:  Alexander Christoforidis 

Philoptochos:  Cathy Nadaud, President 

G.O.Y.A.:  Lydia Kellaris, President 

H.O.P.E. and J.O.Y.:  Father Ciprian Streza 

Altar Boys:  Father William Cassis; Father Ciprian 

Streza; Gus Siegel 

Mothers Club: Cathy Stavros,President 

Over 50s Club:  Ann Jonson, President  

A.H.E.P.A.:  George Kalemanis, President 

Daughters of Penelope: Vera Manolakas, President 

Pan-Macedonians:  Alexandros Christoforidis 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARACLESIS:  AUGUST 1, 4, 6, 8, 11 AND 13, 2008. 
 
“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men…” 

(1Timothy 2:1) 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE HEALTH, WELL-BEING AND SALVATION OF: 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

First Names Only PleaseτFor the Living 
 

Submitted by: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please fill out this form, detach it and return it to our Clergy or the Church Office at your convenience. 
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